CHAPTER    X
THE FRANCO-RUSSIAN CONVERSATIONS
AT ST. PETERSBURG
As the Russian decisions were taken about a week after
the departure of Poincare and Viviani from St. Petersburg,
it may naturally be asked whether these decisions were
not indirectly due to some encouragement or assurance
given by them to Nicolas IPs Government.
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Before attempting to answer this question, we must
remember that up to the time of the French statesmen's
visit to St. Petersburg the policy of the Quai d'Orsay
had always been guided by perfectly clear considerations.
While France was firmly resolved to fulfil the obligations
of her alliance with Russia (that is to say to take up
arms in case "Russia should be attacked by Germany
or by Austria supported by Germany"), she had con-
stantly exerted herself (in 1912, 1913 and in 1914) to
dissuade her ally from any initiative not concerted in
advance between the two Governments.
Particularly in the case of Balkan questions, which
were universally regarded as likely to lead to general
war, France was insistent that this always imminent
danger should not be precipitated as the result of any
heedless or clumsy step which would force her to inter-
vene despite herself. Undoubtedly St. Petersburg was
perfectly aware that even French Ministries of the extreme
Left would never deny the usefulness and value of the
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